
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Larkmead Vineyards The Lark, Napa Valley 
 
Winemaker Notes: 
Alcohol 14.7% 
100% Estate grown fruit produced and bottled at Larkmead Vineyards 
100% Cabernet Sauvignon 
Aged for 20 months in 100% new tight grain three year air dried French Chateau barrels from Tonnelleries 
Demptos & Sylvain 
88 cases produced. 
 
“Deepest ruby red/purple color. Great aromatic intensity: dark plum, black cherry, blackcurrant leaf, licorice, dried 
herb and graphite. Saturated palate of minerals, cassis, menthol, sweet thyme and bittersweet chocolate powder. 
Captivating palate that is weighty, dense and layered but maintains elegance and focus to a plush yet vibrant, 
enveloping finish. 
 
Some two months prior to release this wine is starting to offer flashes of the pleasure and great potential that lies 
ahead. Very much a product of this superior growing season, the wine is currently tight, reserved and unyielding as 
one would expect from such a youthfully concentrated wine. Compared to the Solari bottling of the same vintage, 
‘The Lark’ shows slightly more graphite notes, both increased and sweeter tannin and a mid-palate that is sweeter 
featuring wave upon wave of plush dark fruit. It is a slightly richer wine but currently more reserved and backward 
– the wine’s full expansion is held in check by its greater structure. While patience is required in its youth, it clearly 
offers substantial cellaring potential of 15 to 20 years. Drink between 2012 and 2030 and decant in its youth to 
allow the wine’s full richness to come forth.”    

-Winemaker Andy Smith 
 

 
Robert Parker   Wine Advocate  96 POINTS 
"A new cuvée, the 2006 The Lark (100% Cabernet Sauvignon) comes from the proprietor’s favorite block, which 
was once identified by the late Harold Olmo as his choice for Cabernet Sauvignon. It is only four barrels, or 100 
cases, so I’ll keep my notes short. The wine displays beautiful sweetness and opulence in a style very much like the 
Solari, and at this stage it seems hard to differentiate from that wine." 12-31-08, Issue 180. 
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